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ANCIENT INSCRIPTION Dif- 
cover d near Lynn in Norfolk. 


N Norfolk near the Town 
of Lynn, in a Field which 
an ancient Tradition of the 
| Country affirms to have 

been once a deep’ Lake 


or Meer, and which appears from 
1 ee ks 


p 
authentick Records to have been call’d, 


TY 7 


about two hundred Years ago, Palus, 
or the Marfh, was difcoverd not long 


= 


3 


fince a large fquare Stone, which is 
found upon an exact Infpection to be a 
kind of coarfe Marble, of a Subftance 
A nof 


- & 


not firm enough to admit of being po- 
lifh’d, yet harder than our ‘common 
Quarries afford, and not eafily fufceptible 
of Injuries from Weather or outward 
Accidents, 


It was brought to Light by a Farmer, 
who obferving his Plough obftruéted by 
fomething, through which the Share 
could not make its Way, order’d his 
Servants to remove it.. This was not 
effected without fome Difficulty, the Stone 
being three Feet four Inches Deep, and 
four Feet Square in the Superficies, and — 
confequently of a Weight not eafily. 
manageable. However, by the Appli- 
cation of Levers, it was at length raifed, 
and convey’d to a Corner of the Field, 
where it lay for fome Months entirely 
unregarded: Nor perhaps had we ever 
been made acquainted with this venera- 
ble Relique of Antiquity, had not our 
good’ Fortune been greater than our 
Curiofity. 


A 


Ur 


A Gentleman, well known to the 
learned World, and diftinguith’d by the 
Patronage of the Mæcenas of Norfolk, 
whofe Name, was I permitted to mention 
it, would excite the Attention of my 
Reader, and add no {mall Authority to 
my Conjectures, obferving, as he was 
walking that Way, that the Clouds be- 
gan to gather and threaten him with a 
Shower, had recourfe for Shelter to the 
Trees under which this Stone happen’d 
to lie, and fat down upon it in Expedta- 
tion of fair Weather. At length he be- 
gan to amufe himéelf in his Confine- 
ment, by clearing the Earth from his 
Seat with the Point of his Cane; and 
had continued this Employment fome 
Time, when he obferved {everal Traces 
of Letters antique and irregular, which 
by being very deeply engravea were till 
eafily diftinguifhable. 


This Difcovery fo far raifed his Cu- 
riofity, that going Home immediately. 


he 


[8] 


he procured an Inftrument proper for cut- 
ting out the Clay, that fill’d up the Spaces 
of the Letters, and with very little La- 
bour made the Infcription legible, which 


is here exhibited to the Public: 


POS T-GENIT IS. 


Cum Lapidem bunc, magne 
Qui nunc jacet Incola fiagni, 


Vel Pede Equus tanget, 
Vel Arator vomere franget, 


Sentiet agra Metus, 
Effundet Patria Fletus, 


Littoraque ut Pluctu, 
Refonabunt Oppida Luctu: 


Nam fecunda rubri 
Serpent per Prata Colubri, 


Gramina vaftantes, 
Flores Fruċtufque vorantes, 


Pa E BAe ee 
imna Jæaanies 
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Vitiantes, et [poliantes ; 


Quanquam 


[9 ] 


Quanquam baud pugnace 
Tbunt per cunéta Minace: 


Fures abfque Timore, 
Et pingues abfque Labors. 


Horrida dementes 
Rapiet Difcordia Gentes 


Plurima tunc Leges 
Mutabit, plurima Reges 


Natio, converfå 
In Rabiem tunc contremet Urfé 


Cynthia, tunc latis 
Florebunt Lilia Pratis, 


Nec fremere audebit 
Leo, fed violare timebit, 


Omnia confuetus 
Populari Pafcua letus. 


Ante Oculos Natos 
Calceatos et Cructatos 


Fam feret ignavus, 
Vetitdque Libidine pravus, 


B 


[ m] 
En quoque quod Mirum, 
Quod dicas denique dirunt, 


Sanguinem Equus fugit, 
Negue Bellua viéta remugit. 
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Thefe Lines he carefully copy’d, accom- 
alae in his Letter of Fuly 19, with 
the following Tranflation: 


To P.O SR. tT ey 


RO / Hene'er this Stane, now bid beneath 
yY the Lake; , 
The Horfe fhall trample, or the Plough 
fhall break, 


Then, O my Country! fhalt thou groan 


ae 


4 Lift re i ; è ‘ 
Grief fwell thine Eyes, and Terror chill 
p 


thy Breaft. 


Thy Streets with ate of Woe hail 
found, 

Loud as the Billows bunfting on the Groind. 

Then 


Then thro thy Fields fhall fcarlet Reptiles 
firay, 

And Rapine and Pollution mark their 
Way. 

Their hungry Swarms the peaceful Vale 
Jhall fright 

Stall fierce to threaten, fiill afraid to fight ; 

The teeming Years whole Produét fhall 
devour, 

Lnfatiate pluck the Fruit, and crop the 
Flw’r: 

Shall glutton on the induftrious Peafants 
Spoil, 

Rob without Fear, and fatten without 
Toil. 

Then oer the World fhall Difcord ftretch 
her Wings, 

Kings change their Laws, and’ King- 
doms change their Kings. 

The Bear enrag’d th affrighted Moon 
Jhall dread; 

The Liles cer the Vales triumphan 


B 2 Nor 


[12] 
Nor fhall the Lyon, wont of old to reign 
Defpotic der the defolated Plain, 
Henceforth th inviolable Bloom invade, 
Or dare to murmur in the flow ry Glade; 
Histortur'd Sons fhall die before his Face, 
While he lies melting in a lewd Embrace ; 
And, yet more irange! bis Veins a Horfe 
Jhall drain, | 
Nor fhail the paffive Coward once com- 
plain. 


I make not the leaft doubt, but that 
this learned Perfon has given us, as an 
Antiquary, a true and uncontrovertible 
Reprefentation of the Writer’s Meaning, 
and am fure he can confirm it by in- 
numerable Quotations from the Authors 
of the middle Age, fhould he be pub- 
jickly cald upon by any Man of emi- 
nent Rank in the Republic of Letters ; 
nor will he deny the World that Satis- 
faction, provided the Animadverter pro- 
ceeds with that’ Sobriety and Modetty, 
with which it becomes every learned 


Man to treat a Subje& of fuch Impor- 
Yet 


tance, 


Yet with all proper Deference to a 
Name {fo juftly celebrated, I will take 
the Freedom of obferving that he has 
fucceeded better as a Scholar than a Poet; 
having fallen below the Strength, the 
Concifenefs, and at the fame Time below 
the Perfpicuity of his Author. I fhall 
not point out the particular Paffages in 
which this Difparity is remarkable, but 
content myfelf with faying in general, 
that the Criticif{ms, which there is room 
for on this Tranflation, may be almoft an 
Incitement to fome Lawyer, ftudious 
of Antiquity, to learn Latin. 


The Infcription which I now proceed 
to confider, wants no Arguments to 
prove its Antiquity to thofe among the 
learned, who are verfed in the Writers 
of the darker Ages, and know that the 
Latin Poetry of thofe Times was of a 
peculiar ‘Caft and Air, not eafy to be 
underftood, and very difficult to be imi- 
tated, nor can it be conceived that any 
Man 


Man would lay out his Abilities on a 
Way of writing, which though attain’d 
with much Study could gain him no 
Reputation, and engrave his. Chimeras 
on a Stone to aftonith Pofterity, 


Its Antiquity therefore is out of Dif. 
pute, but how high a Degree of Anti- 
quity is to be affign’d it, there is more 
Ground for Enquiry than Determination. 
How early Latin Rhymes made their 
Appearance in the World is yet un- 
decided by the Critics. Verfes of this 
kind were call’d Leonine, but whence 
they derived that Appellation the learned 
Camden confefles himfelf ignorant, fo 
that the Stile carries no certain Marks of 
I fhall only obferve farther on 


this Head, that the C} Parak ton are nearly 
of the fame Form with tho n King 


4irthur’s Coffin, but an ee nA their 


a oqo. 
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we ma ly venture te ) pronounce 


them of the fame Date, I muft refer 
Pleois yf 
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Our Inability to fix the Age of this 
Infcription neceflarily infers our Igno- 
rance of its Author,: with. Relation to 
whom. many Controverfies may . be 
ftarted worthy of the moft profound 
Learning, and. moft indefatigable Dili- 
gence, 


The firt. Queftion that naturally 
arifes is, Whether he was a Briton or a 
Saxon. Thad at firt conceived fome 
Hope, that in this Queftion, in which 
not only the idle Curiofity of Virtuofos, 
but the Honour of two mighty Nations 
is concerned, fome Information might 
be drawn from the Word Patria, [my 
Country] i in the third Line; England be- 
ing not in Propriety of Speech the Coun- 
try of the Saxons; at leaft not at their 
firft Arrival. But upon farther Reflection 
this Argument appear’d not concluf ive, 
fince we find that in all Ages, Foreigners 
have affected to call England their 


Country, 
J 


ESE 


[ 16 ] 


Country, even when like the Saxons. of 
old they came only to plunder it. 


ae 


a 


An Argument in favour of the Bri- 
tons, may indeed be drawn from the 
Tendernefs, with which the Author 
feems to lament his Country, and the 
Compaffion he fhows for its approach- 
ing Calamities. I, who am a Defcendant 
from the Saxons, and therefore unwilling 
to fay any Thing derogatory from the 
Reputation of my Forefathers, muft 
yet allow this Argument its full Force: 
For it has been rarely, very rarely, known 
that Foreigners however well treated, 
carefled, enriched, flatter’d or exalted, 
have regarded this Country with the leaft 
Gratitude or Affection, till the Race has 
by long Continuance, after many Ge- 
nerations, been naturaliz’d and aflimi- 


lated, 


They have been ready upon all Occa- 


fions to prefer the petty Interefts of their 
own 


[ 17:] 
own Country, though perhaps only 
fome defolate and worthlefs Corner of 
the World. They have employ’d the 
Wealth of England, in paying Troops 
to defend Mud-wall Towns, and un- 
inhabitable Rocks, and in purchafing 
Barriers for Territories of which the na- 
tural Sterility fecured them from In- 
vafion. 


This Argument, which wants no 
particular Inftances to confirm it, is, I 
confefs, of the greateft Weight in this 
Queftion, and inclines me ftrongly to 
believe that the benevolent Author of 
this Prediction muft have been BORN a 
BRITON. 


The learned Difcoverer of the In- 
{cription was pleafed to infit with 
great Warmth upon the Elymology of 
the Word Patria, which fignifying, 
fays he, the Land of my Father, could 
be made Ufe of by none, but fuch whofe 

C Anceftors 


[r81]. 
Anceftofs had refided here? But in An- 
{wer to this Demonftration, as he call’d 
it, I only defired him to take ‘Notice, 
how common it is for Intruders of Yef- 
terday, to pretend the fame Title with 
the ancient Proprietors, and having juft 
received an Eftate by voluntary Grant, 
to erect a Claim of hereditary Right. 


A 
4 


Nor is it lefs, difficult to form any fa- 
tis actory Conjecture, concerning the 
Rank or Condition of the Writer, who 
contented with a Confeioufnels of ‘having 
done his Duty, in leaving this folemn 
Warning to his Country, feems ftudi- 
òufly ‘to have avoided that Veneration, 
to which his Knowledge of Futurity un- 
doubtedly- entitled. him, rand -thofe Ho- 
nours which, his Memory might juftly 
claim fromthe Gratitude of Pofterity, 
and has therefore left no Trace, by which 
the moft fagacious and diligent Enquirer 
can hope to difcover him, 


This 


[a9 | 

This Condu& alone; ought to con- 
vince. us, that the ‘Prediction is of no 
{mall Importance to Mankind, fince the 
Author of it appears not to have been 
influenced by any other Motive, than 
that noble and exalted Philanthropy, 
which is above the narrow Views of Re- 
-compenfe or Applaufe. 


That Intereft had no Share in this 
Infcription, is evident beyond Difpute, 
fince the Age in which he lived received 
neither Pleafure nor Inftruction from it. 
Nor is it lefs apparent from, the Sup- 
preffion of his Name, that he was equally 
a Stranger to that wild Defire of Fame, 
which has fometimes infatuated the 
nobleft Minds. 


His Modefty, however, has mot been 
able wholly toextinguifh that Curiofity, 
which fo naturally leads us, when we 
admire a Performance, to enquire after 
the Author. Thofe whom I have con- 

C2 fulted 


[ 20 ] 
fulted on this Occafion, and my Zeal 
for the Honour of this BenefaGtor of my 
Country, has not fuffer’d me to forget 
a fingle Antiquary of Reputation, have 
almoft unanimoufly determined, that it 
was written by a King, For’ where 
elfe, faid they, are we to expect that 
Greatnefs of Mind, and that Dignity of 
Expreflion, fo eminently confpicuous 
in this Infeription, } | 


It is with a proper Senfe of the Weak- 
nefs of my own Abilities, that I ven- 
ture to lay before the Public, the Rea- 
fons which hinder me from concurring 
with this Opinion, which I am not only 
inlined to favour by my Refpeét for the 
Authors of it, but by a natural Af- 
fection to Monarchy, and a prevailing . 
Inclination to believe that every Ex- 
cellence is inherent in a King. 


To condemn an Opinion fo agreeable 
to the Reverence due to the regal Dig- 
nity; 


[21] 
nity, and countenanced by fo great Au- 
thorities, without a long and accurate 
Difcuffion, would be a Temerity juftly 
liable to the feveret Cenfures. A fu- 
percilious and arrogant Determination of 
a Controverfy of fuch Importance, would 
doubtlefs be treated by the Impartial and 
Candid with the utmoft Indignation. 


But as I have too high an Idea of the 
Learning of my Contemporaries, to 
obtrude any crude hafty or indigefted 
Notions on the Public, I have proceeded 
with the utmoft Degree of Diffidence 
and Caution, I have frequently review’d 
all my Arguments, traced them back- 
wards to their firft Principles, and ufed 
every Method of Examination to dif- 
cover whether all the Deduétions were 
natural and juft, and whether I was not 
impofed on by {fome fpecious Fallaey ; but 
the farther I carried my Enquiries, and 
the longer I dwelt upon this great 
| Point, 


[ 22 ] 
Point, the more was I convinced, in fpite 
of all my Prejudices, that this wonder- 
ful Prediction was not written bya 
King. 


For after a laborious and attentive 
Perufal of Hiftories, Memoirs, Chro- 
nicles, Lives, Characters, Vindications, 
Panegyricks and Epitaphs, I could find 
no fufficient Authority for afcribing: to 
any of our Englifh Monarchs, however 
gracious or glorious, any _prophetical 
Knowledge or Prefcience of Futurity. 
Which, when we confider how rarely 
regal. Virtues are forgotten, how foon 
they are difcover’d, and how loudly they 
are celebrated, affords a probable Argu- 
ment at leaft, that none of them have 
laid any Claim to this Character, For 
why fhould Hiftorians have omitted to 
embellifh their Accounts with fuch a 
ftriking .Circumftance, or if the Hiftories 
of that Age are loft by length of Time, 
why was not fo uncommon an Excel- 
lence 


[23 [ 
lence tranfmitted to Pofterity in the more 
lafting Colours of Poetry.. Was that 
unhappy Age without a Laureat? Was 
there then no Young or Philips? no Ward 
ot Mitchel to’ {natch fuch Wonders from 
Oblivion, and immortalize a Prince of 
fuch Capacities ? If this was teally the 
Cafe, let us congiatulate ourfelves upon 
being referved for better Days, Days 
fo fruitful of happy Writers, that no 
Princely Virtue can fhine in vain. Our 
Monarchs are furrounded with refined 
Spirits, fo penetrating that they frequently 
difcover in their Mafters great Qualities 
invifible to vulgar Eyes, and which, did 
not they publifh them to Mankind, 
would be unobferved for ever. 


Nor is it eafy to find in the Lives of 
of our Monarchs many Inftances of 
that Regard for Pofterity, which feems 
to have the pfevailing Temper of this 
venerable Man. I have feldom in any 
of the gracious Speeches delivered from 
the 


[ 24 ] 
the Throne, and received with the 
higheft Gratitude and Satisfaction by 
both Houfes of Parliament, difcover’d 
any other Concern than for the current 
Year, for which Supplies are generally 
demanded in very prefling Terms, and 
fometimes fuch as imply no remarkable 
Solicitude for Pofterity. 


Nothing indeed can be more unreafon- 
able and abfurd, than to require that a 
Monarch, diftraéted with Cares and 
furrounded with Enemies, fhould involve 
himfelf in fuperfluous. Anxieties by an 
unneceflary Concern about future Gene- 
rations. Are not Pretenders, Mock-Pa- 
triots, Mafquerades, Operas, Birth- 
Nights, ‘Treaties, Conventions, Reviews, 
Drawing-Rooms, the Births of Heirs, 
and the Deaths of Queens, fufficient to 
overwhelm any Capacity. but that of 
a King? Surely he that acquits himfelf 
fuccefsfully of fuch Affairs, may content 
himfelf 


[25 ] 
himfelf with the Glory he acquires, and 
leave Pofterity to his Succeflors, 

That this has been the Condué& of 
moft Princes, is evident from the Ac- 
counts of all Ages and Nations, and 
therefore I hope it will not be thought 
that I have, without juft Reafons, de- 
prived this Infcription of the Veneration 
it might demand as the Work of a King. 

With what laborious Struggles againft 
Prejudice and Inclination, with that 
Efforts of Reafoning, and Pertinacity of 
Self-denial, I have prevailed upon my- 
felf to facrifice the Honour of this Mo- 
nument to the Love of Truth, none 
who are unacquainted with the Fondnefs 
of a Commentator will be able to con- 
ceive. But this Inftance will be, I hope, 
fufficient to convince the Public that I 
write with Sincerity, and that whatever 
my Succefs may be, my Intentions are 
good. 

Where we are to look for our Author 
it {till remains to be confidered, whether 
in the high Road of public Employ- 
ments, or the By-paths of private Life. 

It has always been obferved of thofe 
that frequent a Court, that they foon, 
by a kind of Contagion, catch the regal 

D Spirit 
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Spirit of negleCting Futurity. The Mi- 
nifter forms an Expedient to {ufpend or 
perplex'an Enquiry into his Meafures for 
a few Months, and applauds and 
triumphs in his own Dexterity. The 
Peer puts off his Creditor for the prefent 
Day, and forgets that he is ever to fee 
him more,.T The Frown of a Prince, and 
the Lof of -a Penfion have indeed been 
found of wonderful Efficacy, to abftract 
N Mens Thoughts from the prefent Time, 
and fill them with Zeal. for the Liberty 
and. Welfare. of Ages to come. But I 
am inclined to think more favourably of 
the Author of this Prediction, than that 
he was made a Patriot. by Difappoint- 
ment or Difguft.. If he ever faw a 
Court, I would willingly believe, that 
he did not owe his Concern for Pofterity 
to his ill, Reception there, but his ill 
Reception there to his Concern for Pof- 
terity. 

However, fince. Truth is the fame in 
the Mouth of a Hermit, or a Prince, 
fince it is not Reafon but Weaknefs, 
that makes us rate Counfel by our Efteem 
for the Counsellor, let us at length defift 
from this Enquiry, fo ufelefs in itfelf, 


in 


in which we have Room to hope for fo 
little Satisfaction. Let us TEAN our 
Gratitude to the Author, by anfwering 
his Intentions, by confidering minutely 
the Lines whieh he has left us, and exa- 
mining their Import Midak Heat, 
Precipitancy, or Party-Prejudices, let us 
endeavour to keep the juft Mean, beret 
fearching ambitioufly for fap fetched 
Interpretations, nd admitting fuch low 
Meaning, and obvious and Re Sent 
as is inconfiftent’ with thof& preat Sa 
extenfive Views, which it is reafonable 
to afcribe to ti excellent’ Man. 

It may be yet ‘farther afked, whether 
this Infcription, which appears in the 
Stone be an Original, and not’ rather a 
Verfion of a traditional Predi@ion in the 
old Briti/b Tongue, which’ the ‘Zeal of 
fome learned Man prompted him to 
tranflate and engrave in a more known 
Language for the Inftruction “of: future 
Ages, but as the Lines carry; at the firit 
View a Reference both to the ‘Stone it 
felf, and very reinarkably to ‘the Place 
where it was found, I cannot ‘fee any 
Foundation for fach a Sufpicion, 

It remains now that. we examine the 
Senfe and Impart\ of the.afafeription, 
D Pi which 


[28 ] 
which, after having long dwelt upon it 
with the clofeft and moft laborious At- 
tention, I muft confefs myfelf not yet 
able fully to comprehend. The follow- 
ing Explications therefore are by no 
Means lay’d down as certain and in- 
dubitable Truths, but as Conjectures not 
always wholly fatisfactory even to my- 
felf, and which I had not dar’d to pro- 
pofe to fo enlightned an Age, an Age 
which abounds with thofe great Orna- 
ments of human Nature, Sceptics, Anti- 
Moralifts. and Infidels, but with Hopes 
that they would excite fome.Perfon of 
greater Abilities, to penetrate farther into 
the oraculous Obfcurity of this wonder- 
ful Prediction. 

Not, even the four firft Lines are 
without their Difficulties,,in ‘which the 
Time of the. Difcovery of the: Stone 
feems to be the Time. affigned for the 
Events foretold by it. | 


Cum Lapidem bunc, magni 
Qui nunc jacet Incola fagnt, 
Vel Pede, Equus tanget, 

Vel Arator vomere franget, 
Séntiut egra Metus, 
Efundet Patria Fletus, 


Lit- 
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Littoraque ut Fluctu, 
Refonabunt Oppida Luctu. 


Wheneer this Stone, now bid beneath the 


Lake, 

The Horfe foall trample, or the Plough 
feall break, 

Then, O my Country! fhalt thou groan 
diftreft, 

Grief in thine Eyes, and Terror in thy 
Breaft. 

Thy Streets with Violence of Woe fhali 
ound. 


Loud as the Billows burfting on the Ground. 
When this Stone, fays he, which now 
lyes bid beneath the Waters of a deep 
Lake, fhall be ftruck upon by the Horye, 
or broken by the Plough, then fhalt thou, 
my Country, be aflonifh'd with Terrors, 
and drownd in Tears, then fhall thy 
Towns found with Lamentations, as thy 
Shores with the Roarings of the Waves, 
Thefe are the Words literally render’d, 
but how are they verified? The Lake 
is dry, the Stone is turned up, but there 
is no Appearance of this difmal Scene. 
fs not all at- Home Satisfaétion and 
Tranquillity? all Abroad Submiffion and 
Com- 


[ 30 | 


Compliance? Is it the Intereft or Incli- 
nation of any Prince or State to draw a 
Sword againft us? and are we not never- 
thelefs fecured by a numerous Standin 

Army, and a King who is himéelf an 
Army? Have our Troops any other Em- 
ployment than to march to a Review ? 
Have our Fleets encounter’d any thing 
but Winds and Worms? To me the 
prefent State of. the Nation ems fo 
far from any Refemblance to the Noife 
and Agitation of a tempeftuous Sea, 
that it may be much more properly 
compared to the dead Stilnefs of the 
Waves before a Storm. 


Nam fecunda rubri 
Serpent per Prata Colubrs, 


Gramina vaftantes, 

Flores Fruétufque vorantes, 
Omnia fedantes, 
Vitiantes, et fpoliantes ; 
Quanquam baud pugnaces, 
unt per cuncla Minaces, 


eg 
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Et pingues abfque Labore. 
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Then thro thy Fields fhail fcarlet Reptiles 
firay, 

And Rapine and Pollution mark their 
Way. 

Their hungry Swarms the peaceful Vale 
fhall fright 

Still fierce to threaten, full afraid to fight ; 

The teeming Year's whole Produet fhalt 
devour, 

Infatiate pluck the Fruit, and crop the 
Flow’r : | 

Shall glutton on the induftrious Peafant’s 
Spotl, 

Rob without Fear, and fatten without 
Torl. 


He feems, in thefe Verfes to defcend 
to a particular Account of this dreadful 
Calamity ; but his Defcription 1s capable 
of very different Senfes with almoft equal 
Probability. 

Red Serpents, fays he, (rubri Colubre 
are the Latin Words, which the poetical 
Tranflator has render’d fcarlet Reptiles, 
ufing a general Term for a particular, 
in my Opinion too licentiouily.) Red 
Serpents foall wander der ber Meadows, 
and pillage and pollute, &c. ‘The par- 
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ticular Mention of the Colour of this 
deftructive Viper may be fome Guide 
to us in this Labyrinth, through which, 
I muft acknowledge, I cannot yet have 
any certain Path. I confefs that when 
a few Days after my Perufal of this 
Paflage, I heard of the Multitude of 
Lady-birds feen in Kent, I began to ima- 
gine that thefe were the fata] Infects, 
by which the J/znd was tobe laid watt, 
and therefore look’d over all Accounts of 
them with uncommon’ Concern. But 
when my firft Terrors began to fab- 
fide, I foon recollected that thefe Crea. 
tures, having both Wings and Feet, would 
{carcely have been called Serpents; and 
was quickly convinced, by their leaving 
the Country without doing any Hurt, 
that they had no uality, but the Co- 
lour, in common with the Ravagers here 
defcribed. i 

As I am not able to determine an 
Thing on this Queftion, I thall- con- 
tent myfelf. with collecting, into one 
View, the feveral Properties of this 
peftiferous Brood, with which we are 
threatened, as Hints to more fagacious 
and fortunate Readers. Who when 
they fhall find any Red Animal that 
ranges 


Se 


ranges uncontrouled over the Country 
and devours the Labours of the Trader, 
and the Hufbandman; that carries with 
it Corruption, Rapine, Pollution and 
Devaftation; that threatens without 
Courage, robs without Fear, and is 
pamper’d without Labour, they may 
know that the Prediction is compleated. 
Let me only remark farther, that if the 
Stile of this as of all other Prediétions is 
figurative, the Serpent, a wretched Ani- 
mal that crawls upon the Earth, is a 
proper Emblem of low Views and felf- 
intereft bafe Submiffion, as well as of 
Cruelty, Mifchief and Malevolence. 

I cannot forbear to obferve in this 
Place, that as it is of no Advantage to 
Mankind to be forewarned of inevitable 
and infurmountable Misfortunes, the 
Author probably intended to hint to his 
Countrymen the proper Remedies for 
the Evils he deferibes. In this Calamity 
on which he dwells longeft, and which 
he feems to deplore with the deepeft 
Sorrow, he points out one Circumftance, 
which may be of great Ufe to difperfe 
our Apprehenfions, and awaken us from 
that Panick which the Reader muft 
neceflarily feel, at the firft tranfient 
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View of this dreadful Defcription. 
Thefe Serpents, fays the Original, are 
HAUD PUGNACES, of no fighting Race: 
they will threaten, indeed, and hifs, and 
terrify the Weak, and Timorous, and 
Thoughtlefs, but have no real Courage or 
trength. So that the Mifchief done 
by them, their Ravages, Devaftations 
and Robberies, muft be only the Con- 
fequences of Cowardice in the Sufferers, 
who are harrafled and oppreffed only be- 
caufe they fuffer ic without Refiftance, 
We are therefore to remember whenever 
the Peft here threatned fhall invade us, 
that Submiffion and Tamenefs will be 
certain Ruin, and that nothing but 
Spirit, Vigilance, Activity, and Op- 
pofition can preferve us from the moft 
hateful and reproachful Mifery, that of 
being plundered, ftarved, and devoured by 
Vermin and by Reptiles. 


Horrida dementes 

Rapiet Difcordia Gentes, 
Plurima tune Leges 
Mutabit, plurima Reges 
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Then der the World [hall Difeord firetch 
her Wings 
Kings change their Laws, and King- 
doms change-their Kings 


Here the Author takes a general Sur- 
vey of the State of the World, and the 
Changes that were to happen about the 
Time of the Difcovery of this Monu- 
ment in many Nations. As it is not 
likely that he intended to touch upon 
the Affairs of other Countries any far- 
ther than the Advantage of his own 
made it neceflary, we may reafonably 
conjecture, that he hada full and diftinct 
View of all the Negotiations, Treaties, 
Confederacies, of all the triple and 
quadruple Alliances, and all the Leagues 
offenfive and defenfive, in which we 
were to be engaged, either as Principals, 
Acceflaries, or Guarrantes, whether by Po- 
licy, or Hope, or Fear, or our Concern 
for preferving the Ballance of Power, 
or our Tendernefs for the Liberties of 
Europe. He knew that our Negotiators 
would intereft us in the Affairs of the 
whole Earth, and that no State could 
either rife or decline in Power, either extend 
E2 or 


or lofe its Dominions, without affe€ting 
Politics and influencing our Councels. 

This Paflage will bear an eafy and 
natural Application to the prefent Time, 
in which fo many Revolutions have 
happened, fo many Nations have 
changed their Matters, and fo many 
Dilputes and Commotions are embroil- 
ing almoft in every Part of the World: 

That almoftevery State in Europe and 
Aha, that is, almoft every Country then 
known is comprehended in this Pre- 
diction may be eafily conceived, but 
whether it extends to Regions at Time 
undifcovered, and portends any Alte- 
ration of Government in Carolina and - 
Georgia, let more able or more daring 
E.xpofitors determine, 


— Converfd 
In Rabiem tunc contremet Ur fa 
Cynthia, 


The Bear enrag’d, th affrighted Moon 

foall dread ; i 
The Terror created to the Moon by 
the Anger of the Bear, isa {trange Ex- 
preflion, but may perhaps relate to the 
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Apprehenfions raifed in the Zurkijb Em- 
pire, of which a Crefcent or new Moon 
is the imperial Standard, by the increafing 
Power of the Emprefs of Ruffia, whofe 
Dominions lie under the Northern Con- 
ftellation called the Bear. 


et Stine lafis 
Florebunt Lila Pratis, 


The Lilies der the Vales triumphant 


Spread ; 
The Lillies borne by the Kings of 


France are an apt Reprefentation of 
that Country; and their flourifhing over 
wide extended Valleys, feems to regard 
the new Increafe of the French Power, 
Wealth and Dominions, by the Ad- 
vancement of their Trade, and the Ac- 
ceffion of Lorain. This is at the firft 
View an obvious, but perhaps for that 
very Reafon not the true Infcription, 
How can we reconcile it with the fol- 
lowing Paflage. 


Nec fremere audebit 
Leo, fed violare timebit, 
Omnia confuetus 

Populari Paftua letus. 
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Nor fhall the Lyon, wont of old to reign 
Defpotic oer the defolated Plain, 

Henceforth th’ inviolable Bloom invade, 
Or dare to murmur in the flow ry Glade; 


In which the Lyon that ufed at Plea- 
fure to lay the Paftures wafte, is repre- 
fented as not daring to touch the Lillies, 
or murmur at their Growth: The Lyon, 
tis true, is one of the Supporters of the 
Arms of England, and may therefore 
figure our Countrymen, who have in 
ancient Times made France a Defert. 
But can it be faid, that the Lyon dares 
not murmur or rage (for fremere. may 
import both) when it is evident, that for 
many Years this whole Kingdom has 
murmur’d! however, it may be at pre- ” 
fent calm and fecure, by its Con- 
fidence in the Wifdom of our Politicians 
and the Addrefs of our Negotiators, 


Ante Oculos Natos 
Calceatos et Cruciatos 
Fam feret ignavus, 
Vetitdque Libidine pravus. 


Hii tortur’d Sons foall die before his Face, 
W bile be les melting in a lewd Embrace ; 


Here 


Here are other Things mentioned of 
the Lyon equally unintelligible, if we fup- 
pofe them to be fpoken of our Nation, 
as that fhe lies fluggifh, and depraved 
with unlawful Lufts, while his Off-fpring 
is trampled and tortur’d before his Eyes. 
But in that Place can the Engli/h be faid 
to be trampled or tortur’d? Where are 
they treated with Injuftice or Contempt ? 
What Nation is there from Pole to Pole 
that does not reverence the Nod’ of the 
Britifh King? Is not our Commerce un- 
reftrained ? Are not the Riches of the 
World our own? Do not our Ships fail 
unmolefted, and our Merchants traffick 
in perfect Security? Is not the very 
Name of England treated by Foreigners 
ina Manner never known before? Or 
if fome flight Injuries have been offered, 
if fome of our petty Traders have 
been ftopped, our Poffeffions threaten’d, 
our Effects confifcated, our Flag. in- 
fulted, or our Ears crop’d, have we lain 
fluggifh and- unaétive? have not our 
Fleets been €en in Triumph at Sp7thead? 
did not Hofer vifit the Baffzmentos, and 
is not Haddock now ftationed at Port 
Mahon ? 
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En quoque quod Mirum, 
Quod dicas denique dirum, 


Sanguinem Equus fugit, 
Neque Bellua vidta remugit. 


And, yet more firange! his Veins a Horfe 
feall drain, 
Nor fhall the paffive Coward once complain. 


It is farther afferted in the concluding 
Lines, that the Horfe thall fuck the 
Lyon’s Blood. This is ftill more obfcure 
than any of the reft, and. indeed the 
Difficulties I have met with ever fince 
the firft Mention of the Lyon are fo 
many and great, that I had, in utter 
defpair of furmounting them, once 
defifted from my Defign of publifhing 
any Thing upon this Subject; but was 
prevailed upon by the Importunity of 
fome Friends, to whom I can deny no- 
thing, to refume my Defign; and I muĝ 
own that nothing animated me fo much 
as the Hope they flatter’d me with, that 
my Effay might be inferted in the Gazet- 
teer, and fo become of Service to my 
Country. 

That a weaker Animal fhould fuck 
the Blood of a ftronger without Re- 
fiftance 


and Species of Beings. Wen 
forg neceflarily endeavour 
ALIN Senfe not liable to 
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of Sarton by which 
the Moon and the Lilies, I 


ve that a Horfe is born in th 


H. ° But how th 


Horfe fuck the Lyon’s Blood: 


the Blood of the Body. politic.— 
my Zeal for the prefent hap PY. Eftablifh- 
ment will not fuffer me to purfue a ait 
of Thought that leads. to fach fhock- 
ing Conclufions... The Idea js deteftable, 


qos fuch,,as, it oug! ht to be 


nter into iha Mind of none byta viri 


le nt Republican, or bloody 


There is not one honeft M Phe inthe Na+ 


tion unconvinced how weak 


it would be to endeavour to confute this 
Infinuation. An Infinua tion which no 
Party will dare to abet, and of fo. fatal 


and deftructive a Tendency, 


prove equally dangerous to 
whether true or falfe. 


ys 
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fittence 1s wholly improbable. and» in- 
confiftent with the Regard for Self- 
Prefervation, fo obfervable in every Order 
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As therefore I can form no Hypothefis 
on which a confiftent Interpretation may 
be built, I muft leave thefe loofe and 
unconnected Hints entirely to the Can- 
dour of the Reader, and confefs that I 
do not think my Scheme of Explication 
juft, fince I cannot apply it throughout 
the whole, without involving myfelf in 
Difficulties, from which the ableft Inter- 
preter would find it no eafy Matter to 
get free. 

Being therefore convine’d upon an at- 
tentive and deliberate Review of thefe 
Obfervations, and a Confultation with 
my Friends, of whofe Abilities I have 
the higheft Efteem, and whofe Impar- 
tiality, Sincerity, and Probity I have 
long known and frequently experienc’d, 
that my Conjectures are in general very 
uncertain, often improbable, and fome- 
times little lefs than apparently falfe, 
I was long in Doubt whether I ought 
not entirely to fupprefs them, and con- 
tent myfelf with publifhing in the Ga- 
zetteer, the Infcription, as it ftands en- 
graven on the Stone, without Tranfla- 
tion or Commentary, unlefs that inge- 
nious and learned Society, fhould favour 
the World with their own Remarks. 
To 
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To this Scheme, which I thought 


extremely well calculated for the public 
Good, and therefore very eagerly com- 
municated to my Acquaintance and 
Fellow Students, fome Objections were 
ftarted, which asI had not forefeen, I 
was unable to anfwer. 

It was obferved firft, That the Daz/y 
Differtations publith’d by that Frater- 
nity, ate written with fuch Profundity 
of Sentiment, and fill’d with fuch un- 
common Modes of Expreffion, as to be 
themfelves f{ufficiently unintelligible to 
vulgar Readers, and that therefore the 
venerable Obfcurity of this Prediction, 
would much lefs excite the Curiofity 
and awaken the Attention of Mankind, 
than: if it were exhibited in any other 
Paper, and plac’d in Oppofition to the 
clear and eafy Stile of an Author gene- 
rally underftood. 

To this Argument, formidable as it 
was, I anfwer’d, after a fhort Paufe, 
that, with all proper Deference to the 
great Sagacity and advanc’d Age of the 
Objector, I could not but conceive that 
his Pofition confuted itfelf, and that a 
Reader of the Gazetteer, being by his own 
Confeflion accuftom’d to encounter Dif- 

p2 ficulties, 
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ficulties, and fearch for Meaning where 
if was not 'eafily to be found, ‘muft be 
better prepar’d than any other Mani for 
the Perufal of thefe ambiguous Expref 
fions: “And that) befides, the Explication 
of this Stone, being a Tafk; which not 
thing could furmount but the moft acute 
Penetration ‘join’d with indefatigable 
Patience, feen’d in reality ireferv’d for 
thofe who have given: Proofs of both in 
the higheft Degree by reading and un- 
derftanding the Gazetteer. 

This Anfwer: fatisfied every one but 
the Objector, who withan Obftinacy, 
not very uncommon, adherd:to his own 
Opinion, tho? he could) not defend it; 
and not! being able to make any Reply, 
attempted to laugh away:my Argument, 
but found the reft:of my Friends fo 
little difpos'd \ to -jeft -upon’'this impor- 
tant Queftion, that he was forced to 
re{train his Mirth, ‘and content himfelf 
with a füllen and contemptuous Silence, 

Another of my Friends, whom I had 
lembied on this Occafion, having own- 
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ed the Solidity of my Anfwer to the firft 
Objection, offer’d a fecond, which in his 
O 


Jpinion could not be fo eafily defeated. 
ri €¢ Į 
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on very jortant Subjects e 
ablet Hands which Ambition can 
incite, Friendfhip engage, or Money 
procure, ' have never, tho’ circulated 
through the Kin edom with the uti 
moft App lication, had any eect 
able Influence upon the Peop! I 
know many Perfons’ of novcommon 
Capacity, that hold itfufficient to pe- 
rufe thefe Papers four times.a Year; 
and others ito receive them regu- 
larly, and without looking upon them, 
treafure them under Gr ound for the 
Bene efit of Pofterity. So that the [n= 
{cription may, by being inferted there, 
fink once more into Darknefs and Ob- 
livion, inftead of informing the Age, 
and afittin ag our prefent Miniftry in 
the Regulatio on of their Meafures: 
Another obferv’d tha t nothing was 


ore unreafonable than ais Hope that 


any Remarks or Elucidations would ee 


drawn up by that Fratern uty, fince their 


own Employments do stinet ished 
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them any Leifure for fuch ney ts. 
Every one knows that Panegyric is in its 
own Natureno eafy Tatk, did that to 
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defend is much more difficult than to 
attack ; confider then, fays he, what In- 
duftry, what Affiduity it muft require, 
to praife and vindicate a Miniftry like 
ours. 

It was hinted by another, that an In- 
{cription which had no Relation to any 
particular Set of Men amongft us, but 
was composd many Ages before the 
Parties, which now divide the Nation, 
had a Being, could not be fo properly 
convey’d to the World by Means of a 
Paper, dedicated to political Debates. 

Another to whom I had comniuni- 
cated my own Obfervations in a more 
private Manner, and who had inferted 
fome of his own Arguments, declar’d it, 
as his Opinion, that they were, tho’ very 
centrovertible and unfatisfaétory, yet too 
valuable to be loft; and that tho’ to 
infert the Infcription in a Paper of 
which fuch Numbers are daily diftributed 
at the Expence of the Public, would 
doubtlefs be very agreeable to the gene- 
rous Defign of the Author, yet he hop’d 
that as all the Students, either of Politics 
or Antiquities, would receive both Plea- 
fure and Improvement from the Differ- 
tation, with which it is accompanied, 
none 
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none of them would regret to pay for fo 
agreeable an Entertainment. 

It cannot be wonderd that I have 
yielded at laft to fuch weighty Reafons, 
and fuch infinuating Compliments, and 
chofen to gratify at once the Inclina- 
tions of Friends, and the Vanity of an 
Author. Yet I fhould think I had very 
imperfectly difcharg’d my Duty to my 
Country, did I not warn all whom ei- 
ther Intereft or Curiofity fhall incite to 
the Perufal of this Treatife, not to lay 
any Strefs upon my Explications. : 

How amore compleat and indifpu- 
table Interpretation may be obtain’d, it is 
not eafy to fay. This will, I fuppofe, 
be readily granted, that it is not to be ex- 
pected from any fingle Hand, but from 
the joint Enquiries and united Labours of 
a numerous Society of able Men, infti- 
tuted by Authority, feleted with great 
Difcernment and Impartiality, and fup- 
ported at the Charge of the Nation. 

I am very far from apprehending that 
any Propofal for the Attainment of fo 
defirable an End, will be rejected by this 
inquifitive and enlightned Age, and fhall 

therefore lay before the Public the Pro- 
je& which I have form’d and matur’d 
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long Confideration, for the Inftitution 
of a Society,of Commentators: upon 


humbly propofe, that thirty of the 
moft diftinguifh’d Genius be.chofen for 
this Employment, half from’ the Inns 
of Court, and. half from the Army, and 
be incorporated. into a Society for five 
Years, under the Name of the Society 
oF COMMENTATORS, 
at great, Undertakings can only.be 
executed by a great Number: of Hands, 
is too evident to require any. Proof; and 
J. am afraid -all that read.this he 
will think that it is. chiefly defective in 
this Refpet, and that when, they reflea 
Boat ma PH Commiflaries. were, thought 
ceflary: at S Seville, and that even there 
Hon oe irely mifcarried, probably 
for Want of more Affociates, they ‘will 
vat I have PRPS ‘d Im :poflibi- 
1+ 
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lities;and that the Endsof the Inftitution 
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ya be defeated by an. injudicious and 
im’d:Frogality. 
“But if it be confider’ d, how well the 
Perfons I recommend Spel have been 
qualify’d by their Education and Profef- 
for the Hoi inces aflign’d them, the 
Objection: will grow lefs weighty than it 
; appears. 
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appears. It is well known to be the 
conftant Study of the Lawyersto difcover 
in Aéts of Parliament, Meanings which 
efcap’d the Committees that drew them 
up, and the Senates that pafs’d them 
into Laws, ard to explain Wills into a 
Senfe wholly contrary to the Intention 
of the Teftator. How eafily may an 
Adept in thefe admirable and ufeful 
Arts, penetrate into the moft hidden Im- 
port of this Prediction? A Man accu- 
ftom’d to fatisfy himfelf with the obvi- 
ous and natural Meaning of a Sentence, 
does not eafily fhake of his Habit, but 
a rue-bred Lawyer never contents him- 
felf with one Senfe when there is ano- 
ther to be found. 

Nor will the beneficial Confequences 
of this Scheme terminate in the Expli- 
cation of this Monument; they will ex- 
tend much farther: For the Commenta- 
tors having fharpen’d and improvd their 
Sagacity by this long and difficult Courfe 
of Study, will, when they return into 
public Life, be of wonderful Service to 
the Government, 1n examining Pam- 
phlets, Songs, and Journals, and in 
drawing up Informations, Indictments, 
and Inftructions for fpecial Juries. They 
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will be wonderfully fitted for the: Pofts 
of Attorney and Solicitor General, ‘but 
will excell above all, as Licenfers for the 
Stage. 

The Gentlemen of the Army. will 
equally adorn the Province to which I 
have aflign’d them, of fetting the Dif 
coveries aa Sentinidats of their Affoci-. 
ates, ina clear and agreeable Light. The 
Lawyers are well known not to be very 
happy in expreffing their Ideas, being 
for the moft Part able to date them- 
{elves underftood by none but their own 
Fraternity. But the Geniuffes of the 
Army have fufficient Opportunities by 
their free Accefs to the Levee and the 
Toilet, their conftant Attendance. on 
Balls and Affemblies, and that abundant 
Leifure which they enjoy beyond any 
other Body of Men, to acquaint them- 
felves with every new Word and prevailing 
Mode of Expreffion, and to attain the 
utmoft Nicety and moft polifh’d Pretti- 
nefs of Language. 

It will be neceflary, that during their 
Attendance upon the Society, they. be 
exempt from any Obligation to appear 
on Hyde-Park; and that upon no Emer- 
gency, however prefling, they be call'd 
away 
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away from their Studies, unlefs the Na- 
tion be in immediate Danger by an In- 
furrection of Weavers, Colliers, or Smug- 
glers. 

There may not perhaps be found in 
the Army fuch a Number of Men, who 
have ever condefcended to pafs through 
the Laboursand irkfome Forms of Edu- 
cation in Ufe among the lower Claffes 
of People, or fubmitted to learn the 
mercantile and plebeian Arts of Writ- 
ing and Reading; I muft own, that tho’ 
I entirely agree with the Notions of the 
Ufelefnets of any fuch trivial Accom- 
plifhments in the military Profeffion, 
and of their Inconfiftency with more va- 
luable Attainments, tho’ I am convine’d 
that a Man who can read and write 
becomes, at leaft, a very difagreeable 
Companion to his Brother Soldiers, if he 
does not abfolutely fhun their Acquain- 
tance, that he is apt to imbibe from his 
Books odd Notions ‘of Liberty and In- 
dependency, and even. fometimes of 
Morality and Virtue, utterly inconfittent 
with the defirable. Character of a pretty 
Gentleman: Tho’. Writing frequent- 
ly {tains the whiteft. Finger, and Read- 
ing has a natural Tendency to cloud the 
Afpect, 
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Afpect, and deprefs that airy and 
thoughtlefs Vivacity, which is the dif- 
tinguifhing Chara¢teriftic of a modern 
Warrior, yet on this fingle Occafion 
I cannot but heartily with that by a 
ftri& Search, there may be difcover’d in 
the Army fifteen Men who can- write 
and read. 

I know that the Knowledge of the 
Alphabet is fo difreputable among thefe 
Gentlemen, that thofe who have by ill 
Fortune formerly been taught it, have 
partly forgot it by Difufe, and partly 
conceal’d it from the World, to avoid the 
Railleries and Infults to which their 
Education might make them liable, I 
propote therefore, that all the Officers of 
the Army may be examin’d upon Oath 
one by one, and that if fifteen cannot be 
feleGted who are at prefent fo qualify’d, 
the Deficiency may be fupply’d out of 
thofe who having once learned to read, 
may perhaps, with the Afliftance of a 
Matter, ina fhort Time refrefh their 
Memories. | 

It may be thought, at the firft Sight 
of this Propofal, that it might not be 
improper to aflign to every Commenta- 
tor a Reader and Secretary ; but it may 
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be: eafily conceiv’d, that not only the 
Public might murmur at fuch an Addi- 
tion of Expence, but that by the Un- 
faithfulnefs or Negligence of their Ser- 
vants, the Difcoveries of the Society 
may be carry’d to foreign Courts, and 
made Ufe of to the Difadvantage of our 
own Country. 

For the Refidence of this Society, 
I cannot think any Place more proper 
than Greenwich-Hofpital, in which they 
may haye thirty Apartments fitted up 
for them, that they may make their Ob- 
fervations in private, and meet once 4 
Day in the painted Hall to compare 
them. 

If the Eftablifhment of this Society 
be thought a Matter of too much Im- 
portance to be defer’d till the New 
Buildings ate finifh’d, it will be neceflary 
to make Room for their Reception, by 
the Expulfion of fuch of the Seamen 
as have no Pretenfions to the Settlement 
there, but fraéturd Limbs, Lofs of 
Eyes, or decay’d Conftitutions, who 
have lately been admitted in fuch Num- 
bers, that it is now fcarce poffible to ac- 
commodate a Nobleman’s Groom, Foot- 
man, or Poftilion, in a Manner fuitable 

. to 
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to the Dignity of his Profeflion, and the 
original Delign of the Fauda 

The SRN of Greenwich will natu- 
rally difpofe them to Reflection and Stu- 
dy; and particular Caution ought to be 
uşd, left any Interruption be fuffer’d- to 
diffipate theit Attention, or diftraG their 
Meditations: For this Reafon: all Vifits 
and Letters from Ladies are frilly to be 
prohibited; and if any of the Members 
thall be detected with a Lap-dog; Pack 
of Cards, Box of Dice, Draught-Table, 
Snuff-box, or. Looking- Gh, he. thall 
fe the Girt Offence be één fit d for 
three Months to Water-Gruel, and for 
the fecond be expell’d the Society. 

Nothing now remains, but that an 


Cr a) 
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bit 
cefia the carrying on “this noble and 
eae ous Defign. ‘The Salary to be al- 
ow d each Profetior cannot be lefs than 
2000/. a Year, which is indeed more 
tha n the regular Stipend of a Commif- 
fioner of Excite: but it muft be remem- 
bred. that the Commentators “have. a 
much more difficult and important Em- 
ployment, and can expect their Salaries 
but for the fhort fe ace of five Years; 
: cas niffioner (unlefs he im- 
prudently 


tA 


prudently fuffers himfelf to be carry’d 
away by a whimfical Tendernefs for his 
Country) has an Eftablifhment for Life. 

It will be neceffary to allow the So- 
ciety in general, 30000/, yearly for the 
Support of the public Table, and 40000/ 
for fecret Service. 

Thus will the Miniftry have a fair 
Profpect of obtaining the full Senfe and 


without bur- 


Import of the Prediction, 
thening the Public with 


more than 


6 50000/. which may be paid out of the 
or if it be not thought 
proper to pt ge that facred Treafure “by 
converting any Part of it to Ufes not 
primarily intended, may be eafily rais'd 
by a general Poll. Tax, or Excife upon 


finking Fund ; 


Bread. 


Having now compleated my Scheme, 

a Scheme calculated for the public Be- 
nefit, without Regard to any Party, I 
intreat all Sects, Factions, and Diftinc- 
tions of Men among us, to lay afide for 
a Time that Party-feuds and petty Ani- 
mofities, and by a warm Concurrence 
on this urgent Occafion, teach Pofterity 
to facrifice every private Intereft to the 
Advantage of their Country. 


F 


aera a AIA 


PERN 


T 


S. 


ob ah 8 


gy 


© ah nia et 1 a ; 


Mees ie Athy gn Brin aA 


